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BOOK REVIEWS 



Brief History of the United States. By Matthew Page Andrews, 
M. A. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company. 1915. Pp. 
368+xxviii. 

American History is one of the important subjects of study 
in the secondary and junior high schools and the number of text- 
books, already numerous, is rapidly increasing each year. 
Teachers of the subject have not agreed upon a standard work as 
is evidenced by the many different books in use. The author 
of the present volume has attempted to tell the story of American 
history in a manner interesting to children without sacrificing 
the historical value of his material. Mr. Andrews has been 
guided by the experience of the class-room in his composition 
and the result shows an appreciation of the problems which 
confront the teacher of history to children. It is unfortunate 
that many otherwise good school books have been written without 
regard to the mental attitude of the child and serve only to destroy 
the natural and spontaneous interest which the study of history 
should excite. This volume in this respect is a rarity for it is 
an elementary school history written by an educator alive to the 
needs of both the teacher and pupil. A text-book is not the 
teacher, but serves its true function as a tool or aid in the process 
of instruction. Mr. Andrews has generously annotated the 
pages of his book with interesting suggestions which should 
prove valuable helps to the teacher for they are not the con- 
ventional "search topics" but fruitful aids, the aim of which is 
to permit the teacher to supplement the text to suit the peculiar 
needs of the class without impairing the continuity of the study. 

The author means to be fair and impartial in the treatment 
of questions which have been the subjects of sectional, political 
or religious controversy — and in a large measure he has succeeded. 
The Catholic teacher, however, cannot accept without modifica- 
tion or extensive supplement the chapters embracing the dis- 
cussion of exploration and settlement, the conquest of the 
Territory of the Northwest and the origin of the Know Nothing 
or American party. The missionary motivating element in 
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Spanish colonization in America, the assistance given Gen. Clark 
by Father Pierre Gibault and the French Catholics in Illinois and 
Indiana, without which the American expeditions against 
Kaskaskia and Vincennes would have failed, and the bigoted 
anti-Christian movement of which the Know Nothing party was 
the political expression are unfortunate omissions which lessen 
the value of the book. Recent events are treated in the conclud- 
ing chapters, among which are found the political events of the 
first three years of the Wilson administration, the Mexican 
situation and American neutrality in the European War. The 
illustrations and maps, and there are many of them, are useful 
and interesting. The five appendices include the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, and tables of the Presidents and 
states and territories. 



Principles of Constitutional Government. By Frank J. Goodnow. 
L.L.D., President of Johns Hopkins University. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. 1916. Pp. 390. 

The volume before us is the second to be published in the 
Harper's Citizen Series under the general editorship of Prof. 
William F. Willoughby of Princeton University. Dr. Goodnow, 
the distinguished President of Johns Hopkins University, 
has contributed to the series an exposition of the principles of 
constitutional government based upon the lectures delivered by 
him in 1913-14 before the students of the Peking University 
during his residence in China as legal adviser to the Republic. 
The book is written for the general reader and should be found 
useful as a text-book in secondary schools and colleges. Among 
the topics treated are: governments and constitutions; federal 
government in the United States, Canada and Australia; the 
European and American conception of the executive, the legisla- 
ture and the judiciary; the legal status of private rights in 
America and in Europe; and local institutions under constitu- 
tional governments. The plan is comprehensive and the style 
and clarity of expression make for an interesting presentation. 

Dr. Goodnow has not stopped with a mere explanation of the 
workings of modern constitutional governments, but makes a 



